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In this issue:
· CDX Members' Survey 2010
· Big Society round up
· CDX news
· In other news...
· Funding & awards
· Events
· Publications and resources
· Jobs


CDX Members' Survey 2010

We've launched our first ever members' survey. Your views and needs are really important to us, so please take 10 to 15 minutes to complete the survey if you can. All completed surveys will also be entered into a prize draw to win a £50 Amazon voucher.
· Complete the CDX Members' Survey.

The deadline is Friday 20 August 2010
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Big Society round-up
Big Society this... Big Society that... You'll be bored of the BS before you know it! Here are a few more updates:

Big Society in the North
A new forum has been launched to look at developing and discussing the government's Big Society agenda across the North of England. The idea for the forum was first floated by Julian Dobson of New Start Magazine, who explained the need for a Northern forum because "the Big Society isn't anyone's copyright or trademark. It is what we make of it. And we want to make something of it that isn't dependent on or answerable to London government or London networks, but can engage in a dialogue of equals". Read Julian's blog post in full. The forum has launched an online network which anyone can join and contribute to discussions.

A informal planning event is being held in Sheffield on 27 July 2010 for anyone interested in developing and shaping the Big Society in the North. Book your place now.

CDX are supporting the development of this forum and we're really excited to see where it leads. If you would like more information about the Big Society in the North forum or would like our support in setting up a similar forum in your own region, please contact Sophie Ballinger.
· Faith will play a big part in the Big Society (CLG website)

· NCVO have set up a Big Society Hub with lots of links and resources.

· "Big Society – ideas but no washing line": an interesting blog post from Matthew Taylor, Chief Exec of the RSA. We think it sums up the lack of substance nicely.

· BBC's Newsnight discussed the Big Society on Wednesday 15 July. You can watch part of the Newsnight segment on the Big Society on the BBC iPlayer.
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CDX News

Expert panel on Community Development
Lorna Prescott, CDX Chair, is representing CDX at the Expert Panel on Community Development, set up by CDF. The first discussion paper was published last week, and you should all have received an email from us to request your feedback. Please email nick@cdx.org.uk with any comments you'd like to feed in to the discussion. 
· Paper 1: The current context for community development (PDF)


Recent CDX Blog posts 
· Big Society and a Table - Emma Lees

· Communications: Strategy, celebrities & the might Media Trust - Sophie Ballinger

· Big Society, Big Ideas, and Big Big Tasks - Emma Lees

Follow the CDX Blog at http://bit.ly/CDXBlog
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In other news...

Have your say
The Government has launched the Your Freedom website asking people to identify which current laws they would like to remove or change. Visit the Your Freedom website.

Health
On Monday a radical overhaul of the NHS was announced, putting patients at the heart of the NHS through an "information revolution and greater choice and control". More on this in the first of Emma’s PARPs on the 29 July, and you can read more on the Department of Health website.

Facebook is the place to be!
The government has announced a tie-up with the social networking site as it seeks new ideas on spending cuts. Read more on the BBC News Pages.

Planning applications
The Government has announced changes in planning to give local people more control over the planning applications. Read more on the CLG Website.

VAT for Charities
A motion to stop charities having to pay the increased rise in VAT has been defeated in the House of Commons. On the plus side, David Cameron will ask the Treasury to consider changing VAT treatment for charities. Read more on the Third Sector website.

Talking of money (or the lack of it) has anyone out there been involved in getting Big Lottery Reaching the communities money? If so, Emma would love to hear from you about what you are doing. Contact emma@cdx.org.uk

Education updates 
· The Education Minister, Michael Gove, has announced shock cuts to the Building Schools for the Future pot. He says “It would have been irresponsible to carry on regardless with an inflexible, and needlessly complex programme”. Read more on the Department for Education's website.

· Free school schemes: Also from the education department is the idea of free schools. Parents, charities etc. are being encouraged to look at setting up their own schools.

Both of these changes are likely to have impact for local communities and also for local education authorities who are reporting that the scrapping of BSF fund is going to cost them money.

SKiLD's development workers survey for 2010
NAVCA's SKiLD programme is surveying development workers to find out about the skills and knowledge they need to give relevant and high quality support to local community groups and organisations. The survey will inform their programme of training and events. Complete the SKiLD survey.

I&DeA no more
The Improvement and Development Agency (IDeA) is now called Local Government Improvement and Development, as part of the Local Government Group.
For more info on the rebranding and a handy table of who is now called what, visit the LGG website.
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Funding & awards

Tackling Poverty Awards
The Supporting People in Working-Age Poverty Awards will identify and celebrate projects that are making a meaningful contribution to people of working-age living in poverty in the UK.  Community Links and Church Action on Poverty are organising these awards as part of The European Year for Combating Poverty. Closing date: 27 August

Compact Awards
The Compact Awards demonstrate the Compact in action and recognise excellent partnership working at both a national and a local level. Closing date: 11 August
 
Social Change Awards
Celebrating the individuals and organisations committed to making a positive impact on society.
Closing date: 3 September
 
Equitable Charitable Trust
The Trust makes grants of around £1m each year towards projects for children and young people under the age of 25 who are from disadvantaged backgrounds or disabled.

Communitybuilders Feasibility Grants
Offering grants of up to £75k to voluntary and community organisations wanting to develop project plans for new or refurbished community buildings.
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Training and events

Breakfast Seminar Series: Media Trust
A series of networking breakfast seminars to meet MPs, thinktank directors, PRs, consultants and seasoned charity campaigners to discuss the inevitable changes for charities campaigning for change in the new politics.
London, 20 July, 24 August & 14 September - £75

Rethinking Public Services & 'Doing More with More' - Community Links
Are you looking for ways to reduce the costs of service delivery but at the same time improve its quality? Do you want to advocate for better service delivery from your local councils? Why not attend Communtiy Links' one-day Everyday Innovators Taster Session?
London, 30 July - £10 (including lunch & refreshments)

FREE Coalition Briefing Events
Urban Forum have announced further dates for FREE briefing seminars on the new Coalition Government and its plans, to be run in partnership with local organisations: 
· 21 July, Exeter - with South West Forum

· 26 July, Bradford - with JUST West Yorkshire and Yorkshire and the Humber Forum

· 28 July, Leicester - with Leicestershire Ethnic Minority Partnership and Voluntary Action Leicestershire

· 29 July, Liverpool - with Merseyside Network for Europe

· 11 August, Guildford - with South East Regional Empowerment Partnership


SKiLD training courses
Upcoming courses for development workers include: 
· From development worker to manager - 20 July, Peterborough

· Assertiveness for development workers - 3 August, Manchester

· Tools for development workers - 10 August, London

· Equality Impact Assessments - 16 August, Reading

· Supporting groups with their ICT - 24 August, York

· Communication using social media - 2 September, Darlington

Public Health: Promoting Health and the Challenges Ahead
An opportunity to discuss health policy issues and hear from leading experts on the current and emerging challenges and how they can be overcome.
London, 30 September

The Big Lunch 2010
Feeling peckish? Why not have a Big Lunch...
18 July. Everywhere!

Seminar Series: Big Society or Civil Society? - University of Birmingham
A seminar exploring the new policy environment emerging under the new Coalition Government in the UK, asking the question whether the rhetoric about the Big Society does signify a major shift in discourse and ideology underpinning policy on the sector.
20 July, Birmingham - Free!

The Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens 30th birthday
FCFCG celebrates its 30th birthday this year. To mark the occasion they are celebrating community farming and gardening in the UK with a series of events, starting with a national celebration event. 3&4 September, Nottingham

Conference: Refugee Communities & Representation - Greater Manchester BME Network
The aim of the conference is to increase the confidence of Refugee Community Organisations’ (RCOs) to participate in local decision making, explore what representation means and contribute to ongoing communication between the voluntary and statutory sectors.
21 July, Manchester
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Publications and resources

Cuts – to challenge or not to challenge
An article from the Empowering the Voluntary Sector project, exploring the processes and remedies that voluntary and community organisations can use when challenging cuts.

Real influence matters: TCC - Interesting report on influence and the role of empowerment, which has some interesting conclusions on how people target NI14.

New Community Work Skills Manual 2009 - FCDL
The Skills Manual is an established resource written by community workers and activists for community workers and activists, and in the new edition we have used your ideas, techniques and case studies on a variety of different topics. £30, though FCDL members receive a 50% if they order before 30 September.

Charities and Fundraising - Charity Commission
Updated guidance on fundraising for charities, to help them carry out fundraising activities that comply with both legal requirements and best practice.

227 Million reasons to celebrate the third sector in Nottingham
A report outlining the economic impact of the Third Sector on the life of Nottingham.

Get Legal
NCVO have launched Get Legal, a free online reference and decision-making tool for Expert advice for charities, social enterprises and co-ops. The site includes case studies from the Big Art Trust, Amnesty International, Groundwork and others.


Community Stories (Tamworth Borough Council)
A collection of local case studies to look at the experiences of real people working within the communities of Tamworth.

Community and mutual ownership: a historical review
A short briefing on the history of community and mutual ownership from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation.

Society Now - Summer 2010
The Economic & Social Research Council has published the latest edition of ‘Society Now’, a publication designed to support policy development.

Getting ready for collaboration: Learning from experience - bassac
A guide to help with all forms of collaboration, from sharing information and developing a common policy response to mergers.


Trustee guide to campaigning and influencing - NCVO
Are you a trustee and want to know more about effective campaigning and influencing? Are you working to influence change and want a resource to explain effective campaigning to your board? This short guide outlines both what is required by the law and what is good practice in the development and implementation of effective campaigns.

Personal information online code of practice - Information Commissioners Office
The code explains how the Data Protection Act applies to the collection and use of personal data online. It provides good practice advice for organisations that do business or provide services online.

Community Empowerment e-Newsletter - Scottish Government
Includes an update on the progress of the support package to improve practice in community engagement and in community asset ownership,  showcasing the work of Sleat Community Trust and Greener Kirkcaldy and catch up with Community Links South Lanarkshire.
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Jobs
To advertise your vacancy on the CDX website and in this e-zine, contact Sophie Ballinger.

Marketing Manager at the Ethical Property Company
Based in Oxford, with frequent travel across the United Kingdom and occasional travel to Europe.
Salary: £26,000 to £34,000
Closing Date: 9am on Thursday 29 July 2010
Interview date: Wednesday 11 August 2010
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CDX (Community Development Exchange) is a national, independent membership organisation for community development, building a movement through the diversity of our membership. We believe passionately in community development and its potential to transform the lives of communities and the individuals within.

Contact us:
Scotia Works, Leadmill Road, Sheffield, S1 4SE
Website: www.cdx.org.uk
email: admin@cdx.org.uk
tel: 0114 241 2760
fax: 0114 241 2762
minicom: 0114 241 2761
twitter: twitter.com/_CDX_
facebook: www.facebook.com/cdxuk
LinkedIn: bit.ly/CDXLinkedIn

Registered in England Wales, Company No. 3895814 | Charity No. 1085702
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