CDNE Steering Group 6th May 2010

 Local updates and information from areas unable to attend
 Sunderland

We are trying to establish a Community Development Practitioners Network in Sunderland - this was first attempted about a year and a half ago, but some key players either changed roles or left the City and the work came to a halt.  The need for such a network was established through work on the Sunderland Community Development Plan (2008).  There are questions at present about the need for such a network as we have recently established Area based VCS Networks which link in with the Sunderland Community Network  and Area Committees, and will address some of the concerns which were raised in the Community Development Plan (eg isolation, access to information) but does not pick up the specific community development focus. Current thinking is that we maybe need to go back to practitioners and re-establish what their needs are - the difficulty is establishing who is a community development practitioner as (to the best of our knowledge) no accurate database exists in the city and the last time we tried to do a similar piece of mapping work it was fraught with difficulty as people had very different interpretations of Community Development.
Any advice or practical suggestions would be appreciated and further updates will be provided.
Sunderland City Council has provided a 3-year grant to Sunderland CVS to deliver Sunderland Community Network.  They are now 1 year into the 3 year grant, delivering against a Business Plan - www.sunderlandcommunitynetwork.co.uk
Stephanie Blayney

Message from Mike Linsley – South Tyneside which is fully supportive of the Network
“I'm interested in starting to put on some awareness raising, training sessions on CD in our Council in preparation for life after March 2011 when my current CPO staff contracts expire.

Obviously would be also looking to mainstream CPOs or seek other sources of funding. But can't see that happening in the current climate.

Also would be interested in resources for local CD networks and traing/awareness raising.

Mike Linsley

County Durham CDWN 
· Some of County Staff/network attended the NOCN session organised by NCDN at Marriott in Gateshead in March.  Well received and Jorge Lulic has raised the idea of getting the course to Durham for their CD staff.
· Numbers on Co-ordinating Group have decreased since County Council staff restructure and workers have started in their new posts and been asked to stand down by managers.  The last meeting looked at issue of whether and how to continue.  Agreed they should but needed to provide more tangible outcomes for all partners involved in order to get ‘buy in’.
· Website continues to operate with support/input from Communications Officer for One Voice Network.
From information provided by Jorge Lulic and Andy Coulthard (Coordinator for Mid Durham Area Action Partnership)
Northumberland CD Network (NCDN)
You may remember that NCDN is currently running a Middle Managers programme on community engagement, and the announcement of the RIEP programme has been somewhat confusing for the public sector staff who have signed up to elements of our programme. 
We have also been looking at another RIEP funded programme which includes involving community champions, and master classes on partnership working, which has included a tender put out to run a partnership working two-day event. We feel it would be particularly useful for CDNE to ask the various RIEP task group coordinators who are looking at CD programmes to come together to see how we can make the offer a more coherent one.

I will be able to report on the Middle Managers programme and toolkit at the next CDNE meeting.

Julia Lyford
Middlesbrough
The CD work carried out in most of Middlesbrough is around the safer, greener agenda (which for me is not CD).  They tend to focus on litter picks, back alley makeovers and such like - OK if it's a means to engage with people in order to make a fundamental difference to peoples lives but I'm afraid to say it isn't.  

Middlesbrough has links with the Mayor of Masvingo.  He and a group of other politicians visited Middlesbrough recently.  We are currently in the process of collecting books, computers and so on to send over to them.

 If anyone from the group has done something similar, from a CD point of view, then could you ask them to contact me please.

 Easterside has just been successful in receiving 400,000 to install wind turbines, solar panels, purchase a couple of electric cars to set up a community electric car club.  Again if anyone as done anything similar.

 We are also in the process of setting up a second social enterprise in Easterside - again, if anyone as done anything similar.
Tracy Harvey
